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Whereas the massive tsunami reconstruc-

tion effort in Sri Lanka creates significant 
challenges for the country; 

Whereas the democratic process in Sri 
Lanka is further challenged by the refusal of 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a 
group that the Secretary of State has des-
ignated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization, 
to renounce violence as a means of effecting 
political change; 

Whereas, on August 12, 2005, the Sri 
Lankan Foreign Minister Lakhsman 
Kadirgamar was assassinated at his home in 
Colombo in a brutal terrorist act that has 
been widely attributed to the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam by officials in Sri 
Lanka, the United States, and other coun-
tries; 

Whereas democratic elections are sched-
uled to be held in Sri Lanka on November 17, 
2005; and 

Whereas the United States has an interest 
in a free and fair democratic process in Sri 
Lanka, and the peaceful resolution of the in-
surgency that has afflicted Sri Lanka for 
more than two decades: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses its support for the people of 

Sri Lanka as they recover from the dev-
astating tsunami that occurred on December 
26, 2004, and the assassination of the Sri 
Lankan Foreign Minister Lakhsman 
Kadirgamar on August 12, 2005; 

(2) expresses its support for the courageous 
decision by the democratically-elected Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka, following the assas-
sination of Foreign Minister Kadirgamar, to 
remain in discussions with the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam in an attempt to re-
solve peacefully the issues facing the people 
of Sri Lanka; and 

(3) urges all parties in Sri Lanka to remain 
committed to the negotiating process and to 
make every possible attempt at national rec-
onciliation. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 325—TO AU-
THORIZE THE PRINTING OF A 
REVISED EDITION OF THE SEN-
ATE ELECTION LAW GUIDEBOOK 

Mr. LOTT submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 325 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules and 
Administration shall prepare a revised edi-
tion of the Senate Election Law Guidebook, 
Senate Document 106-14 , and that such docu-
ment shall be printed as a Senate document. 

SEC. 2. There shall be printed, beyond the 
usual number, 500 additional copies of the 
document specified in the first section for 
the use of the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 326—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 27, 2005, AS 
‘‘DRIVE SAFER SUNDAY’’ 

Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself, Mr. 
ISAKSON, and Mrs. LINCOLN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 326 

Whereas motor vehicle travel is the pri-
mary means of transportation in the United 
States; 

Whereas everyone on the roads and high-
ways needs to drive more safely to reduce 
deaths and injuries resulting from motor ve-
hicle accidents; 

Whereas the death of almost 43,000 people a 
year in more than 6 million highway crashes 

in America has been called an epidemic by 
Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta; 

Whereas according to the National High-
way Transportation Safety Administration, 
wearing a seat belt saved 15,434 lives in 2004; 
and 

Whereas the Sunday after Thanksgiving is 
the busiest highway traffic day of the year: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) encourages— 
(A) high schools, colleges, universities, ad-

ministrators, teachers, primary schools, and 
secondary schools to launch campus-wide 
educational campaigns to urge students to 
be careful about safety when driving; 

(B) national trucking firms to alert their 
drivers to be especially focused on driving 
safely during the heaviest traffic day of the 
year, and to publicize the importance of the 
day using Citizen’s band (CB) radios and in 
truck stops across the Nation; 

(C) clergy to remind their members to 
travel safely when attending services and 
gatherings; 

(D) law enforcement personnel to remind 
drivers and passengers to drive particularly 
safely on the Sunday after Thanksgiving; 
and 

(E) everyone to use the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving as an opportunity to educate 
themselves about highway safety; and 

(2) designates November 27, 2005, as ‘‘Drive 
Safer Sunday’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 327—REMEM-
BERING AND COMMEMORATING 
THE LIVES AND WORK OF 
MARYKNOLL SISTERS MAURA 
CLARKE AND ITA FORD, URSU-
LINE SISTER DOROTHY KAZEL, 
AND CLEVELAND LAY MISSION 
TEAM MEMBER JEAN DONOVAN, 
WHO WERE EXECUTED BY MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
OF EL SALVADOR ON DECEMBER 
2, 1980 
Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 

DODD, and Mr. LEAHY) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 326 

Whereas on December 2, 1980, 4 church-
women from the United States, Maryknoll 
Sisters Maura Clarke and Ita Ford, Ursuline 
Sister Dorothy Kazel, and Cleveland Lay 
Mission Team Member Jean Donovan, were 
violated and executed by members of the Na-
tional Guard of El Salvador; 

Whereas in 1980, Maryknoll Sisters Maura 
Clarke and Ita Ford were working in the par-
ish of the Church of San Juan Bautista in 
Chalatenango, El Salvador, providing food, 
transportation, and other assistance to refu-
gees and Ursuline Sister Dorothy Kazel and 
Cleveland Lay Mission Team Member Jean 
Donovan were working in the parish of the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception in La 
Libertad, El Salvador, providing assistance 
and support to refugees and other victims of 
violence; 

Whereas these 4 churchwomen from the 
United States dedicated their lives to work-
ing with the poor of El Salvador, especially 
women and children left homeless, displaced, 
and destitute by the Salvadoran civil war; 

Whereas these 4 churchwomen from the 
United States joined the more than 70,000 ci-
vilians who were murdered during the course 
of the Salvadoran civil war; 

Whereas on May 23 and May 24, 1984, 5 
members of the National Guard of El Sal-
vador, including Subsergeant Luis Antonio 

Colindres Aleman, Daniel Canales Ramirez, 
Carlos Joaquin Contreras Palacios, Fran-
cisco Orlando Contreras Recinos, and Jose 
Roberto Moreno Canjura, were found guilty 
by the Salvadoran courts of the executions 
of the churchwomen and were sentenced to 
30 years in prison, marking the first case in 
the history of El Salvador where a member 
of the Salvadoran Armed Forces was con-
victed of murder by a Salvadoran judge; 

Whereas the United Nations Commission 
on the Truth for El Salvador was established 
under the terms of the historic January 1992 
Peace Accords that ended El Salvador’s 12 
years of civil war and was charged to inves-
tigate and report to the Salvadoran people 
on human rights crimes committed by all 
sides during the course of the civil war; 

Whereas in March 1993, the United Nations 
Commission on the Truth for El Salvador 
found that the execution of the 4 church-
women from the United States was planned 
and that Subsergeant Luis Antonio Colindres 
Aleman carried out orders from a superior to 
execute them, and that then Colonel Carlos 
Eugenio Vides Casanova, then Director-Gen-
eral of the National Guard and his cousin, 
Lieutenant Colonel Oscar Edgardo Casanova 
Vejar, then Commander of the Zacatecoluca 
military detachment where the murders 
were committed, and other military per-
sonnel knew that members of the National 
Guard had committed the murders pursuant 
to orders of a superior and that the subse-
quent coverup of the facts adversely affected 
the judicial investigation into the murders 
of the 4 churchwomen from the United 
States; 

Whereas the United Nations Commission 
on the Truth for El Salvador determined 
that General Jose Guillermo Garcia, then 
Minister of Defense, made no serious effort 
to conduct a thorough investigation of re-
sponsibility for the murders of the church-
women; 

Whereas the families of the 4 churchwomen 
from the United States continue their efforts 
to determine the full truth surrounding the 
murders of their loved ones, appreciate the 
cooperation of United States Government 
agencies in disclosing and providing docu-
ments relevant to the churchwomen’s mur-
ders, and pursue requests to release to the 
family members the few remaining undis-
closed documents and reports pertaining to 
this case; 

Whereas the families of the 4 churchwomen 
from the United States appreciate the abil-
ity of those harmed by violence to bring suit 
against Salvadoran military officers in 
United States courts under the Torture Vic-
tim Protection Act of 1991 (28 U.S.C. 1350 
note); 

Whereas the lives of these 4 churchwomen 
from the United States have, for the past 25 
years, served as inspiration for and continue 
to inspire Salvadorans, Americans, and peo-
ple throughout the world to answer the call 
to service and to pursue lives dedicated to 
addressing the needs and aspirations of the 
poor, the vulnerable, and the disadvantaged, 
especially among women and children; 

Whereas the lives of the 4 churchwomen 
from the United States have also inspired 
numerous books, plays, films, music, reli-
gious events, and cultural events; 

Whereas schools, libraries, research cen-
ters, spiritual centers, health clinics, wom-
en’s and children’s programs in the United 
States and in El Salvador have been named 
after or dedicated to Sisters Maura Clarke, 
Ita Ford, Dorothy Kazel, and lay missionary 
Jean Donovan; 

Whereas the Maryknoll Sisters, 
headquartered in Ossining, New York, the 
Ursuline Sisters, headquartered in Cleve-
land, Ohio, numerous religious task forces in 
the United States, and the Salvadoran and 
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